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Agenda

 Why should you blog?
 Where to blog?

* What to blog?

 What not to blog?

* Tools to use

e Optional: A live post!




Why should you blog?

* You own the content unlike in Social (Facebook/LinkedIn/Instagram)
 Establishes (Positive) Digital Footprint in Search

* Your visiting card online — Portfolio — A Portal

* Improves written language communication

* Develops Social(?) skills

* Creative Outlet

* Destressing



What to blog?

* Be original

* Be consistent

* Be creative

* | blog on Movies, Books, Travel, Events, Tamil and more.



Qenkotorongon
~com

GADGETS

A simple yet useful gadget
for video calls

13TH MAY 2020 - 2 MINS READ

Because many of us are stuck in our
homes, as a result, all our meetings with
friends and family, working from home, are
done through video calls - webinars have
become a way of life. I see many, especially
the...

Movie Review Book Review

Restaurant Review Travel Chennai

MOVIE REVIEW

Monty Python and the Holy
Grail (1975)

3RD MAY 2020 - 1 MIN READ

Monty Python and the Holy Grail (1975) is a

kind of a historic spoof about King Arthur of

Britain on his quest to find the “Holy Grail”.
If you get British comedy and can see the

humour in nonsensical events,...
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Technology About Me

I am a White space leader and Professional
Speaker living in Chennai. A Software
entrepreneur with 20+ years’ experience
starting, growing and selling a company that
operated in India, USA and UK.ITam a
Microsoft Regional Director (Honorary) from
1999 and IEEE Senior Member. Advisor, APJ
Abdul Kalam International Foundation -

House of Kalam, Rameswaram.

I am a member of the "Professional
Speakers Association of India" and I deliver
engaging talks for leading corporates and

startups.

[ am interested in movies, reading and
travelling. You can follow me on twitter

@venkatarangan.

Microsoft
Regional Director

Film Reviews
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At a Glance

A 2,874 Posts Il 6 Pages

® 1,711 Comments © 1 URL w/ new AMP
errors

WordPress 5.4.1 running ContentBerg theme.

Akismet has protected your site from 890,591 spam
comments already.
There’s nothing in your spam queue at the moment.




What not to blog?

* Don’t blog expecting to get rich $SS

* No hate speech

* | don’t blog on Politics, Caste, Nationalism
* Watch your language for profanity
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The Future of Movie Theaters Might
Look a Lot Like an Apple Store

Eric Ravenscraft in OneZero
May 20 - 7 minread *

Four Habits of Discipline My SEAL
Dad Taught Me

I'm Programming on a Macbook

Sean Kernan in Mind Cafe and Here Are the Tools That...
May 8 - 7 min read *

You Will Destroy Yourself Financially If
You Save

. " I'm programming on a Macbook, and I I...
There's a simple strategy that will change your financial PrOs

life and you don’t need to be Warren Buffett to

Yet another personal opinion of
understand it.

F & Sebastian Witowski in Level Up Coding
desktop environments on Linux.

Jan 9 - 17 min read %

Tim Denning in Mind Cafe Don Whitehead

Jan 30, 2019 - 13 min read

May 14 - 6 min read *

SEE EDITOR’S PICKS

A new way to control your experience New from

Hide content from authors or publications on your Medium homepage and in emails your network
by clicking the more icon (...) and selecting mute.

&P Theaters Might Look alot
Like an Apple Store

Eric Ravenscraft in OneZero
May 20 - 7 min read *

6 how much
. Arvind Ashok
4

May 15 . 3 min read

BASED ON YOUR READING HISTORY
The CEO of Airbnb Taught Us an Extraordinary
Lesson When He Fired 25% of His Company

Being human makes you more money in the long-term. B
/\ DUE The Best Digital Wallets

Tim Denning in Mind Cafe [ s of 2020

May 10 - 10 min read * Due.com in Due.com

May 16 - 4 min read

BASED ON YOUR READING HISTORY = @ Immunity Jealousy Is Coming
How to become a modern magician? - productivity ¥ Markham Heid in Elemental

tips for devs on macOS My 207 minreacishk

| always loved magic. | was never a believer, but | fell in love with the

concept of humans conjuring unbelievable realities by saying...

Daniel Szpisjak in Emarsys Craftlab |
Aug 9, 2018 - 7 min read

' Popular on Medium
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@ WordPress.com Products v Features v Resources v Plans & Pricing Get Started

There’s a plan for you.

Whether you want to share your ideas, start a business,
or run a store, you can do it all on WordPress.com.

Create a beautiful ple .
) Start with Free
\ e in mi 5%

Personal Premium Business eCommerce

Best for Personal Use Best for Freelancers Best for Small Businesses Best for Online Stores
POPULAR

$4 $8 $25 $45

per month, billed yearly per month, billed yearly per month, billed yearly per month, billed yearly

Start with Personal Start with Premium Start with Business Start with eCommerce

Add some personality to your website with Build a unique site with advanced design Power your business with custom plugins & Open your online store with a powerful,
a custom domain, and access to email and tools, custom CSS, and Google themes, 200 GB storage, and 24/7 live chat. flexible platform designed to grow
live chat support. Analytics support. with you.
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< Switch Site
Themes
Venkatarangan's timeline

CURRENT THEME P2 o

Private Sketch Customize Info

Free domain with a plan

& Install theme

My Home
Advanced Themes

Stats These themes offer more power and flexibility, but can be harder to setup and customize.
Plan . . . i - >

Q |I'm creating a site for a: portfolio, magazine, business, wedding, blog, or... All Premium
Site

SEARCH BY
Pages . [H = (©) (=]
Feature Layout Columns Subject Style

Posts
Media
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Enjoy a powerful headless CMS

Ghost is the world’'s most popular open source headless Node.js CMS — it ships with a
default admin client and front-end, but you can also swap them out with your own JAMstack.

Headless CMS with Node.js REST APIs
Over 19x faster than WordPress

Secure & independently audited

— mnpm install ghost-cli

The #1 CMS on Github

oot install local Custom theme or any JAMstack front-end

host:2368/ghost ‘8’ @ v A m @
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Creating your blog for free using Jekyll
+ Github pages

Arya Murali
Feb 23, 2019 - 8 min read ' m n L_‘-l ceo

Jekyll is a static site generator that you can use to create simple sites or
blogs and Github pages is a static site hosting service. By using Jekyll with
Github pages, you can quite easily put together yvour first blog/website for

free.

I created my first personal website using Jekyll and then went on to using
wordpress and google sites. Eventually, I circled back to jekyll considering
that it is free and that I have more control over how the appearance and
features. Now I have no background of htiml, ¢ss or javascript but here’s how
I managed to put together my own website:

1. By diligently following tutorials

2. By googling the errors whenever I encounter one and then fixing it
based on solutions from forums such as stackoverflow

3. Reaching out to others for help when really stuck

Sharing some quick steps so you can quickly set up your blog using jekyll.
I'm using a mac, so the instructions are for those who have a mac. Feel free
to google for a windows/linux version and also learn more about jekyll, git
pages and so on.

Step 1: Install Jekyll on your machine
1. Open terminal on mac

2. Before installing jekyll, we need to ensure the correct version of ruby is
installed on the machine because jekyll runs on ruby. (Ruby version

must be 2.1 or higher)



Tools
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Sessions by device

O = (|

Mobile Desktop Tablet
53.4% 44 71 %% 2.5%
T 5.9% 4 9.0% T33.3%

Last 7 days - MOBILE OVERWVIEW




>
©
o
Y=
0
W
£
=
=
0
0
=
0]
[1]
o

2am
2am
dam
6am
8am
Oam
2pm
2pm
Apm
6pm
8pm

£
a
o
-

- - ™

Sat

Fri

Wed Thu

Mon Tue

Sun

65

S0

20

[ N N
35

Last 30 days -




& https://wordpress.com/stats/month/venkatarangan.com:blog ® 3% ® & © ¥= %

Stats and Insights
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M VIEWS v/ B VISITORS
20,000
A
I I 10,000
4 Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov Jan Mar May
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Yoast SEO

® sco | @ Readability | «@ Social

Analysis results @
-~ Problems (4)

@ Passive voice: 33.3% of the sentences contain passive voice, which is more than the recommended maximum of 10%. Try
to use their active counterparts.

@ Consecutive sentences: The text contains 3 consecutive sentences starting with the same word. Try to mix things up!

@ Subheading distribution: 2 sections of your text are longer than 250 words and are not separated by any subheadings. Add

subheadings to improve readability.

@ Sentence length: 44.8% of the sentences contain more than 20 words, which is more than the recommended maximum of
20%. Try to shorten the sentences.

A Improvements (1)

@ Paragraph length: 1 of the paragraphs contains more than the recommended maximum of 150 words. Shorten your

paragraphs!
A Good results (2)

@ Flesch Reading_Ease: The copy scores 68.4 in the test, which is considered ok to read. Good job!

@ Transition words: Well done!



Grammarly

Q BACK TO EDIT POST « VENKATARANGAN (Gl6u i1 [J i & 60T )

| don't know what's with my family and losing stuff in convention centres and airports.

* A couple of years back (in 2016), while attending a Microsoft Conference in

Atlanta, USA | lost my valuable iPad, the next day | found it thanks to the

helpful event staff onsite.

The next year (in 2017), my_son lost his Phone and Kindle reader at the Chennai

Domestic Airport, thanks to good samaritans of my city (Chennai) we got back

the items the next day.

Almost two decades back (around 2001-02) | used to travel between Chennai
and Bangalore weekly twice, and, they were mostly same-day return, so you
can imagine the trips to be always rushed and in hurry. In one such trip, as |
was returning through Bangalore's (the older) HAL Airport which was always
crowded, | put my laptop bag (the ubiquitous IBM black leather bag in those
days) with IBM ThinkPad T20 series laptop through the security scanner, picked
it up, boarded the flight, landed in Chennai, came home, opened the bag,
pulled the laptop out and started it - only to realise it was not my laptop nor my
bag, but the same model - frantically | searched the bag for any visiting cards,
addresses or username, no luck! There was an envelope with a five-star hotel
check-out invoice, from that | got the name of the gentleman whose laptop |
was having. Next, was figuring out how to reach him and check whether he has
my laptop, it could've very well got mixed with a third-person. Going through
the invoice, | found one particular he had called often, | dialled the number and
asked for the gentleman, it was his residence, he came on the line, after
explaining to him he said he has his laptop with him, on my insistence he
checked and yes (a big relief to me) he was having my bag. He was a Vice-
President with ICICI Prudential Insurance in Chennai. Next day, | sent my driver
to meet his assistant at their office in Cenotaph Road, Chennai to handover the

bag | had and collect my laptop back.

Premium alerts

We found 38 additional writing issues

in this text available only for Premium users.

@ punctuation in
Compound/Complex

Sentences

Word Choice
Hard-to-read text
Incorrect Verb Forms
Passive Voice Misuse

more...

Hide Assistant

Overall score
See performance

Goals
Adjust goals

All alerts

Correctness
Looking good

Clarity
.

Engagement
Engaging

Delivery

Just right

Premium

Advanced alerts



Follow me

Start blogging! | @venkatarangan

venkatarangan.com
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