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"Bell of the Ship Mohideen Bakhsh [Bux] 
17th–18th century. Made in Tamil Nadu, 
discovered in New Zealand. Bronze. 
Collection of the Museum of New Zealand 
Te Papa Tongarewa, Bequest of William 
Colenso, 1899.

Facsimile of the bell’s inscription published 
by John Turnbull Thomson in 1871 

in Ethnographical Considerations on the 
Whence of the Maori. Courtesy of National 

Library of New Zealand.









The extant fragment (right) and 3D models reproduced based 
on facsimilies of the inscription published by JW Laidlay in 
1848 in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. Courtesy 
of Asiatic Society of Bengal.



























A watercolour showing a Tamil Muslim (Chulia) Trader in 
Singapore by E Schlüter, 1858.
Courtesy of National Museum of Singapore.

Rumah Tambi Ismail dimakannya rata
apinya besar tidak boleh membuka mata
ditongkang dimuatkannya separoh harta
yang separoh hanguslah serta dengan pelita

Tambi Ismail’s house had been evenly razed

The fire’s so huge can’t open one’s eyes

The tongkang was laden with half his assets

As half had burned, as well as lamps

- Munshi Abdullah describes the fire at Tambi 

Ismail’s

residence in Shaer Kampong Gelam Terbakar
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