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Brief on INFITT Tamil Internet Conference 2009
University of COLOGNE, COLOGNE, Germany

Cologne, Germany 25/0ct/09: The Eighth Tamil Internet Conference TIC 2009 and the first in Europe was
inaugurated with the august presence of Prof.Dr.Bongartz (Dean of Philosophical Faculty of Univ. of
COLOGNE) & Prof.M.Anandakrishnan (Chair, Tamilnadu Govt. Delegation & Former VC, Anna University). The
3 day conference hosted by the Institute of Indology and Tamil Studies of the University of Cologne in
Germany is being held from October 23-25, 2009.

Tamil Internet Conferences of INFITT are major events for computer professionals and Tamil Diaspora
working or interested in Tamil Computing- Information Technology and Tamil Internet Development in
various areas. This year’s conference is being attended by over 100+ attendees from major Tamil speaking
countries including India, Singapore, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, UK, Germany, France, USA & Canada.

The conference got underway with the address of the co-chairs of the event Dr.Kalyanasundram (INFITT) and
Prof.Ulrike Niklas (Institute of Indology and Tamil Studies-IITS). Prof.Urlike highlighted that IITS hosts the
largest Tamil collections of over 60,000 which is the largest outside Tamilnadu. Dr.Kalyanasundram
recalled the founding of INFITT in 2000, the objectives and the past 7 conferences held around the world
(Singapore, Chennai, Malaysia, USA) and the outcomes.

Prof.Dr.Bongartz in her address welcomed the international gathering to Cologne City and she spoke about
the city’s India initiative program which is encouraging several Indian IT companies for setting up their
European Hub in Cologne. Companies including Wipro and Mindtree have done so already.

Prof.M.Anandakrishnan who is leading the Tamilnadu government official delegation conveyed the greeting
from Tamilnadu government and invited INFITT to organize TIC 2010 alongside World Classical Tamil
Conference 2010 in Coimbatore, India. Tamilnadu government will extend full support to INFITT for the
facilities. Prof.Anandakrishnan in his welcome address urged the assembled scholars to do path-breaking
trend-setting innovations in Tamil IT and not be content with catching up with others. He called to attention
that more than 100,000 engineering projects are done each year in Tamilnadu, but less than 100 alone are
related to Tamil language technologies.
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Dr.Vasu Ranganathan (University of Pennsylvania and Chair of Conference Program Committee) highlighted
the difficult task of the committee in selecting from the numerous papers of esteemed technical standards in
diverse contemporary issues facing Tamil IT researchers. Dr.Vasu reported that majority of the papers for the
conference were from Tamilnadu and thanked all the participants for their travel to Germany.

In the plenary session talks, Mr.Muthu Nedumaran (Malaysia, Former Chair INFITT) to the excitement of the
audience demonstrated Tamil enabling 3G Mobile devices such as iPhone, Android, Nokia for News
applications. Prof. A.G.Ramakrishnan (Indian Institute of Science, Benguluru) demonstrated a major technical
breakthrough of live changing implications for the blind and illiterate through IT. The audience were spell
bound when Prof.Ramakrihnan’s computer read out a text from a Tamil book (Text to Speech) and then
recognized his handwriting on the screen. Prof.Thomas Malten (IITS) showed the various online Sanskrit,
Tamil Dictionaries made available by IITS, the University of Cologne has made available the tools used to
prepare these texts.

In the next two days of conference, intensive discussions on various topics pertaining to advancements in
Tamil IT were discussed by experts.

The following is a list of topics (not exhaustive) that were covered at the Tamil Internet Conference 2009:

1. Computer Assisted Learning and Teaching of Tamil. Tamil Diaspora, Teaching Tamil as a second-
language and impact of Technology

2. Tamil localization, Tamil keyboard, open-source software

Tamil Portal: Blogger, Aggregator, Wikipedia

Natural Language Processing: OCR, Information Retrieval, Artificial Intelligence and Machine

Translation

Preparation E-Texts, Corpora, Search Engines

Morphology and Tagger

Computational Linguistics

Database of Tamil technical terms and glossaries

Online Database of Tamil literature, Tamil Dictionaries, Search Engines and Tamil in Mobile.
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Following are some of the activities of INFITT that were highlighted in the conference:

Tamil IT Workshops: INFITT has started organizing small (half-day or full day) Tamil IT workshops in
various places around the globe. Acknowledgement was made for the Podcasting workshop conducted by Mr.
Kalaimani in Singapore which has received very well by the School Teachers there. In co-ordination with
FeTNA, INFITT organized a Tamil IT Workshop at the FeTNA annual congresses held in Orlando, Florida and
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in 2009 at Atlanta, Georgia. Half-day Tamil IT workshops were conducted in several private Engg. Colleges in
and around Chennai City with the help of the Computer Society of India (CSI).

INFITT Publications: INFITT publishes an e-zine called MinManjari carrying articles on Tamil IT and Tamil
Internet. A special issue of MinManjari has been released on the occasion of Tamil Internet 2009 and e-
version of this special issue included in the Conference CD distributed to all conference participants (available
online from http://bitly/INFITTMM2009). In order to remove the vacuum in documenting and
dissemination of high level research in Tamil computing worldwide, INFITT is proposing to start a technical
journal dedicated to Tamil IT. This will be a Peer-reviewed journal of highest technical excellence, modeled
on IEEE Journals. Several distinguished academics and Computer Professionals have indicated willingness to
associate with this initiative and serve in the Editorial Board.

About Tamil Internet Conference 2009

s saaud GeMPOEHL LD GHlss BTmpU FTSHMMTEMEMULD, GTHISTH FaTaGmeTUD MEh])E6T,
AIORIBIBET gnlg eleuTdls@d SO Bewemw IBTH HECLTUF 231D B8 (pssd 2510 CxH aueny
Omiweaiullsd BLOUDDG. SOP BH CFHTHOBI LSHDETET DTSS0S LOGTDLOTET 2 _HHLOD
(International Forum for Information Technology in Tamil- INFITT) semiworigb, Ggfwefufsd
SIMHGIETeN CHTOEVST LILSMVSHPESHeT  HBSwuiusd whmid s ouiley enwwpd (Insitute of
Indology and Tamil Studies, University of Cologne) @ensmibg @bg LoMBILYHE gourh CFwLSF.

Bbg B (PpH60 (pewpwns mGrriLTelsd SO Gevewiw WIBTH BoLOUDDG. "Henfl euyfl sTeoTGUMD
S0P~ 6L BbG LOTHIL Q6T MLWES HHSHTE SHHSH. 2 00sRENOHHS HoHaid CBTHOEHL LIS
SO CUDNIBIHET LIevj LBGSDOTISET. phE eleuTshisEpsEL GuTgioTer G SmLbs ggeuts 100
Guymenjast L HIGWL WIBTLIQL LUBICEDE alens OCEFLwlILLLg).

Bbs WIETH GOSS &M FFoorhbdle aufleEn 2 S50 mwlifear Gmevanj GuITAFW (Wenereuf
@-BOWTTHBSID, "SI0 Gevewiw WIBTH SFumy SOF iFls Semelsd aurpo GBSwr, Hhsliyy,
BT, SGWfssT Gaupdled BewLQUDDET. HBES WTH BTG OLFSH DGO FOPjHeT ufldE@n
2By sl GHled 2 erter Qmeaiulled BLSSa TS, @@ 2 6Ten Gomd HOpjseT sefleflenuws
Gupereilsd @mGrmiw Gumfssily LweaTLHGHSHTDaT]. HHES UETH SenewTwl THTLIgeT GBTESlTLG
(sewhl aufl sremGumd D) Geujsst Sewaramd SO saflaflnw LWSTLHSSMD Benewotwd sulf
a6l BHE umas CFLnGs." ety CflelssT].
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About INFITT

INFITT (International Forum for Information Technology in Tamil) is a global, non-governmental, non-
profit organization registered in California, USA. Its main objective is to promote Tamil computing worldwide
by bringing together professionals working in the area of Tamil IT, Tamil IT enthusiasts, Tamil Research
Scholars and ordinary Tamils so that Tamils can enjoy the benefits of all IT developments natively in the
Tamil environment. To meet this objective, INFITT maintains several working groups on key technical areas
of Tamil IT and organizes annually Tamil Internet Conferences in different parts of the world. More details at
www.infitt.org and follow us at www.twitter.com/infitt . For details contact Executive Director
Va.Mu.Se.Kaviarasan at ed@infitt.org

2 $5101D (205G HH6u0 CQGTLVBIL LI TMLD): HLILD SHHeusd QFTLVBIL LGSV erDLIL (heu LD
QUETTFFSemaT| LD, FourevEHemaru|b GHUSSI% HHdbHdHsemert LflwTPlsE6srerera)h &iassner GpbTds]
eTCarpeayd eueuiGurgl FieuGss jarails) HLlp @)ewewTs LTBTHHEHSEG 2SSO YeHLOLIL]
aghur® CFg eumEngl. SO SHeusv CSTLBIL LD GBlSS CsTL THg FTauCGsF ysvails
LTHTHSH®ET 2_gld eowliy i HCW BLsF eubglstard . @) gieusnr GFsrsnssr (1999, 2003),
Amastiyi (1997, 2000, 2004), wGsvdfwir (2001), o6wfdssr (2002) g &lw prHseflsv sl @)emesorw

LT BT HSET BL_HKI6GTET6T .

About of IITS

The Institute of Indology and Tamil Studies (IITS) of the University of Cologne, Germany is a pioneering
institute on Indology and Tamil studies outside India. More details at http://www.uni-COLOGNE .de/phil-
fak/indologie2

© 2009 by International Forum for Information Technology in Tamil. 10lip @)swestw wrBT®H), 2 G5L0Lb,
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SL1p @ewewrwi LTHTH 2009 Ml

OFiwesfluilsy Ceunmlsrrs pewL Cunm 2009 sulip Gewewtw WTHTL ewL_g CHTL [H)

2 Ggwsgler o mliilesti @ Ulsitaumd LMbgHienTHe6T (LpedTeweusE M|,

1. 2010 s @)ewewtws TBTL ML G HLODBTL 1960 L SHIeuSDGL LT HEHIeDTHSDISI.
WTHTL DL L SSHIUSDE SIDBTH T WHMID HeValld &IPS BIGET, ST eDLOWIBISH6T,
BHBIGEHEDL_ Y TUSHMS 2 5505HH LD Cgflalldss 6L LT Ceusir(hslEmmib.

2. smmiGM (Unicode) pewm smeLITgH GLHbLTsVTEeT uenflas BlredlssT, GlFsGLid
Blredlser, WlsiTesfliisy 2ari_smbigeafled LweT LBSHSL LIBHEUSRTTEY, 2 _SSHLOLD RMHBIGH] (LPHDI
Sr5emasCw Sriors, | nlalls@Gwrn SWPBTEH, b wr, @evbiends, FbisLiLyT, wCsdwr,
Qurilfwa gyrasemers Casl_(hd Clarsrdng

3. S0PV LITRTTL (DS HTSFHEHHM HH6usL CHTLIL BIL LI B)H1p @)sVeVTewLoull6dT
Capemeuewuws 2 _enTihgId, HLlpd SH6usL CGTIL BIL L1 9 BlehToHefler Cousint(HGoHTemer sTHMILD
2 55D (h SL0PS SH6ueL CIHTIHIL BIL LI @)SLflemestd OC\HTL_BIg (LpeST eubGI6TaTS|.
@suaisempls ugliNiiLgmn @, Hens Caid (st 6T(HHSHIF ClFLaUSDGHD LpHeS L enL_

ShaIS TN SLDPBTH), B)evBiens, FAnisliyi, wCeFwr whHmih Qurflfus O rFTBIsbisemears
Cal(h& CaTeTdmgi.

4. 2 5556 OlFwevsid 2004 euewr, ABISLLT HTFTHIG 2 SHallujL 6T FBigLiL sy
CFweLLI’ (B ubBHSl. CPeTMI aU(HL FABISLILT Y Td 2 SHail (1PplghesHler STTenTorTds 6lFisvs

2 gailuilary] GFwesd CFwsVLIL (h auHHSTDLI. 2 SBHLdbS 6T 2_svskemTailws Lisvwflds e ndsd
TaHIaTS @)FeFwes 2 Faileww SUOIPHTL 1960 BMIeyaush @ SOPBTL B HrFlL1d 2 G L0Ld
Gsl_(Bs Camrsirdng) @)d ClFwevsd AL fley Wb (HHd 2 GSHL0e5P 6T ClFuIevs
LIS 55 (hdGHW. @)F CFWISD 2 &5L0sHHeT @)wid @ Biflesr H1p ClFuIsLLIBILD.
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5. S0pG HHeusL OIGTLH6L B L1 (peiTCevrmigseaflsit suewilas CrTdhswhHmn Cremeuemnids
&([HGSHV CETeT(h HjeuiHemend Clsarraldsd susnasuilsd all(hgIH6T euLpnhl@eud| Oeudluib eTevr
WrBTL1g6D LkIG QUDHD MW EhTH6T 2 GH5wdHHNHGHL ulflbgiewTdglerarsti. 2 dawd HOPBHT(H),
@ evBiens, Arisliyl, wCFAwr whHmib CQurflfws yreTmshisemear @)sual (Hdibemar auLphI%Hd,
CapeweuwiTerr  (PpBHeSL 19T ShSHISN TN CHL_(hd ClaTeTamg!.

6. 2009 g0y @ewewtiits GuTeaTiser 2 GH5whHH L b CHL_(hd ClaTanTLFn @ B)anTmisd
SL0PG HHeusL OIGTLI6V B LI eueTiddld @ eTHm LBl Liessild @ (pdbsemer emiddbLl 2 deLolb
LTeurmsll LsssilgGener eshmid GsTentstengl. e1pdhsTdhss (Transliteration) @ w, usiresrm ()
B)swewtw paHeufld G, WP DMV, SHLISSHM ST & W, S o wuestwed (Morphology) @w
YFW BTedT@ Lewhd @ Whsemer 2 (heurss/2 ulliliiés ufbgenrsSngl. 2 0swWLTSS
Apsewersafler CsrLiLrseayd, yHw eufldF Absemearsenensd rant(hbd  (LPSHLOTHeLD

uewtld @Gl ufbgITHewer 2 GaHWwid THM 2 (HeuTdhds/e ulilitéEs puwnhsener 2 GaLwib

Gomels TesT(HsiTarg.
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